*** EXPERT COMMENT *** EXPERT COMMENT ***
Recent research reveals that the number of children who can access the internet from computers in their bedrooms has nearly doubled in the last two years.

Ofcom, the media regulator, has found that 35 per cent of children aged 12-15 and 16 per cent of children aged 8-11 have internet access in their bedrooms – up from 20 per cent and nine per cent respectively in 2007.
Colin McKeown, a Director of E-Safe Education, comments:

“In order to bridge the digital divide between teachers/parents and their children, more effective e-safety guidance and education must be provided for web users to help them truly understand the potential threats of the internet. An increasing number of incidents of predator grooming and cyber-bullying are taking place within the private confines of young people’s bedrooms, so it is vital now more than ever for parents to be aware of their child’s online activities. 
“Our work in schools has shown that children are starting to welcome the interaction and support of parents in areas such as social networking, which opens opportunities for dialogue. Furthermore, parents must educate children about responsible use of web cams. It is all too easy to be at ease with a camera in the safe environment of a bedroom. However, once explicit material is available to download on the web, whether it be a picture or video, it can never be fully erased and may be accessed by a bully or paedophile. Teachers and parents must help young people to understand the potential consequences this may have throughout their lives. 

“In order to safeguard young people whenever and wherever they use a computer, the whole community - including teachers, school support staff, parents and pupils - must continue to work together to make the internet as safe and useful an environment as possible. They must understand the impact that computer misuse at home one evening can have on school the following day.”
To arrange an interview with Colin or for any other press enquiries please contact Jennifer Jackson, Livewire Public Relations, on 020 8339 7440 or email: jennifer.jackson@livewirepr.com.   
